
Wardens:   
Come One, Come All to Lusaka 

Consular Notification and Access (CNA) 

On April 19, U.S. Embassy 
Lusaka will host its first-

ever conference for war-
dens voluntarily serving the 
wider American community 
in Zambia.  The conference 
coincides with the start of 

Americans Overseas Week 
which will also be observed 

in the United States. 

 

We will brief wardens on 
roles and responsibilities, 

including the special role 
wardens play in times of 

crisis. 

 

As wardens are a vital link 
between the Embassy and 

other U.S. citizens in Zam-
bia, officials from the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) and 
Regional Security Office will 

provide practical informa-
tion to keep Americans 
healthy and safe in Zambia.  
Wardens will also receive 

special briefings from other 
members of the U.S. Embassy 

team.   

 

Warden conferences are a 
great way to learn practical 
skills and information  to en-
hance a warden’s service to 

fellow Americans, and simply 

to network.   

 

A warden’s  service reflects 
Americans’ generous spirit of 
volunteerism.  We will honor 
our wardens with a reception 

following the conference. 

 

We look forward to seeing all 

wardens in Lusaka April 19. 

 

For the wider American com-
munity:  Do you know who 
your warden is?  We encour-

age you to ask him/her what 
they learned at the confer-

ence! 

Relations (VCCR) as binding 
under customary law.  The 

VCCR also requires timely 
notification of embassies when 

a foreign national is detained. 

 

We continue to work closely 
with MFA to improve timely 

notification of an American’s 
detention and access to the 

jailed citizen. 

Imagine you are arrested 
and detained here in Zam-

bia.  You are unable to con-
tact your family or friends 
and the arresting officer is 
unaware of the obligation 

to notify the U.S. Embassy. 

 

To help make sure that 
doesn’t happen to you, the 
Embassy partnered with the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
March 23 to host an inaugu-

ral Consular Notification 

and Access seminar for more 
than 40 members of Zambian 

law enforcement, using mate-
rials provided to U.S. law en-

forcement. 

 

Zambian participants learned 
that a 1952 bilateral treaty 

requires mandatory notifica-
tion of the U.S. Embassy when 
an American is detained in 
Zambia.  Although not a signa-
tory, the GRZ views the Vi-

enna Convention on Consular 

 

Livingstone Trip 
As part of our continued effort to 
reach out to U.S. citizens across 

Zambia and improve our overall abil-
ity to assist Americans in need, Con-
sular Section Lusaka traveled to Liv-
ingstone this past January.  We and 
colleagues from the Regional Secu-

rity Office and Public Affairs Office 
had a lively discussion with Ameri-
cans and provided routine consular 

services. 

 

Separately, we met with safari, ac-

commodation and tour operators to 
forge an alliance encouraging Ameri-
can traveler registration with the 
Embassy and closer links on security 
and other matters affecting Ameri-

cans living in or traveling to Living-

stone.   

 

While in town, Consul conducted a 
radio book reading with Q&A and 
participated in a civil-rights-themed 

book circle with Zambian youth at 

Livingstone library. 
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Poster distributed to Zambian 

officials at the CNA seminar. 

Calling all wardens! 



Citizens Services  

Website Updated 

Ds 160 FAQ - New Visa Application Form  
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Have you ever scheduled an ap-

pointment with a physician and 

arrived a few minutes early just 

to be told that he has been called 

out of the office for an emer-

gency?  Regrettably, consular 

officers are called away for emer-

gencies as well.   In order to 

serve you as quickly and effi-

ciently as possible, we have es-

tablished the online appointment 

system to inform us in advance 

that you need to see us.  Most 

routine services require the con-

sular officer to see you in per-

son.  If we know in advance that 

you are coming, we can be cer-

tain that there is a consular offi-

cer available to assist you.  In the 

case of extra pages being added 

to your passport, this service can 

be performed while you wait in 

the lobby — but only if we know 

in advance that you are coming.   

Please go to our online appoint-

ment system at http://

zambia.usembassy.gov/

 

1. Where can I find the DS-160? 
You can access the DS-160 from the Consular Electronic Application Center website 
or from the U.S. Embassy website here. 

2. Are all fields on the DS-160 mandatory? 

 
Most fields on the DS-160 are mandatory. You may leave fields marked ―Optional‖ blank. Some fields may also give you the option 
to select ―Does Not Apply.‖ If that field does not apply to you, you may mark the box next to ―Does Not Apply.‖ All other fields 
must be completed: the application will not allow you to submit a form with blank mandatory fields. If a mandatory field is blank, 

an error message appears and you will be required to complete the field before continuing with the application. If you do not an-

swer questions that apply, your form may also be rejected.  

3. I understand that I can upload a photo with my application. How do I get a digital photo that will suc-

cessfully upload to my application? 
 
Please refer to the Guidelines for Photographs - for Online Visa Applications. This page offers detailed guidance for using a digital 
camera, and requirements for scanned images.  

4. How do I save my application? 

 
To save the application, click the ―Save‖ button at the bottom center of the application. Clicking save will temporarily save your 
application. In order to permanently save your application, select the ―Save Application to File‖ button. Then, click the ―Save‖ but-
ton on the File Download window. Identify a place on your computer to save the application file, browse to that location, and click 

the ―Save‖ button on the Save As window. The system will download your application to the specified location. Once the 
download is complete, click ―Close‖ to return to the application. You can then use the ―Import Application Date‖ option on the 
―Getting Started‖ page to upload the data that you have already entered.  

Zambia’s First DS 160 Applicant.  We encourage 

applicants to follow her example and submit their 

applications online using the new form. 

To improve efficiency of service, applicants in Zambia can now use the new DS-160 
electronic visa application form.  Effective April 30, 2010, online submission of the 
form will be mandatory and the DS-160 replaces the DS-156, DS-157 and DS–158.   
Applicants already complete their visa application form online.  The difference with the 

DS-160 is that it is also submitted electronically.   

More information on DS-160 for you to share with your Zambian and other non-

American colleagues: 

We have been working over the 

past few months to update the 

Citizens Services portion of our 

website.  Almost every page has 

been updated with an eye to 

making it more ―user-friendly.‖   

 

On the website, you can conven-

iently access our emergency 

contact information, register 

online, schedule an appointment 

for a routine service (renew 

passports, add pages to your 

passport, or notarial services)  

and download forms for services   

you seek at the embassy.   

 

You can find information on 

taxes, absentee voting, and adop-

tions.  We have contact informa-

tion for government agencies 

including the Social Security Ad-

ministration, the Department of 

Homeland Security, the Internal 

Revenue Service and more.   The 

website is updated at least once 

per week, so consult our web-

site, www.zambia.usembassy.gov 

for all of the latest information. 

Online Appointment System Serves You 

http://zambia.usembassy.gov/acsappointments.html
http://zambia.usembassy.gov/acsappointments.html
https://ceac.state.gov/genniv/
http://zambia.usembassy.gov/steponepl.html
http://travel.state.gov/visa/guide/guide_3877.html
http://www.zambia.usembassy.gov


Petitions for Intending Immigrants  

to the United States 

Frequently Asked Questions:  Social Security  

Applying for an immigrant visa 

should only be considered by aliens 
who intend to reside in the United 

States permanently.  U.S. Consular 

officers in countries where there is 

no USCIS presence, like Zambia, 

may only accept "clearly approv-

able"  Immediate Relative (including 
foreign adopted children) petitions.  

Some petitions covered under this 

provision are: 

 

 Form I-130, Petition for 

Alien Relative; 

 

 Form I-600, Petition to 

Classify Orphan as an Im-
mediate Relative, when 

accompanied by an ap-

proved Form I-600-A, Ad-

vance Processing of Or-

phan Petition.  

  
Under this provision, Consular offi-

cers may accept petitions which 

meet the following criteria:   

 Petitioner must be a U.S. 

citizen aged 21 years and 

above; 

 The petitioner must be a 

resident of Zambia for a 

minimum of six months 

with a valid resident visa or 

work permit.  

 

Whenever petitions are adjudicated 

under this authority, the petitioner 

and the visa applicant must be 
physically present in the district .  

More information about filing peti-

tions may be found at:  

www.uscis.gov. 

Q. How do I apply for a Social Security 

Number for my Child? 

 

A.  Complete an Application for a Social 

Security Card, Form SS-5-FS.  All 

questions must be answered and legi-

ble.  Bring the following original docu-

ments to the Embassy for Certification: 

 

1. Proof of the child's birth: 

 

 Original U.S. birth certificate or origi-

nal Consular Report of Birth Abroad 

 

Note:  If the child was born in the US, 

you must also submit proof that you or 

the child has resided outside of the U.S. 

for a significant period of time to explain 

why a Social Security number has not 

been issued in the past. Proof of foreign 

residency can include medical, school and 

employment records. 

 

 If the child was born in the U.S., Form 

SSA- L706 must also be completed, 

signed and submitted along with the 

application and other documentation. 

This allows the Social Security Ad-

ministration to verify the birth record 

with the custodian of the record. 

 

2. Proof of the child's U.S. Citizenship: 

 

 Original U.S. birth certificate, or 

 Original Consular Report of Birth 

Abroad 

 

3. Proof of the child's identity: 

 Original U.S. Passport, must be cur-

rent and signed 

 

4. Proof of the identity of the parent 

signing the application: 

 

 Original U.S. Passport, must be cur-
rent and signed.   Note:  It is not 

permissible for non-U.S. citizen par-
ents to obtain a social security num-
ber for their U.S. citizen child.  The 
child may obtain his/her own number 

once he/she reaches the age of 18. 
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Most of us appreciate 

that Zambia, compared 

to other countries in 

the region, is a fairly 

low-crime environment.  

It is rare for a crime 
victim to be seriously 

injured or killed.  That 

said, crime does occur.  

Americans in Living-

stone and the Copper-

belt have reported re-
cently being the victim 

of armed robberies and 

carjackings.  

 

Remember those old 

tips:  Don’t put valu-

ables in your home in 

obvious places.  Make 
sure your children 

know whom to call in 

an emergency.  Drive 

with doors locked and 

windows at least partly 

closed.  Avoid driving at 

night.  

 

It’s easy to become too 

comfortable in Zambia.       

   

Mind  

the Crime  

www.zambia.usembassy.gov  
 

http://www.zambia.usembassy.gov
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2010 voting is in full swing!  Lots of 

states are hosting primaries already.   

 

How do you find out about them?  

Well, aside from reading your home-

town newspaper, we now have a Voting 

webpage  

(http://zambia.usembassy.gov/

usvoting.html) with news bulletins 
about upcoming elections.  Check back 

periodically to see when your state’s 

primary is scheduled. 

 

Voting Tip of the Month:  Have you 

ever requested a ballot but started 

worrying because election day was 
drawing near and you hadn’t received 

the ballot in the mail?   

 

Well, you need a Federal Write-In Ab-

sentee Ballot (FWAB)! 

 

The Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot 

serves as an emergency ballot when 

you have requested a ballot but haven’t 

received it in time.  It’s a generic ballot 
in which you can write in your candi-

date’s name.   

 

Previously accepted just in November 
federal general elections, the new over-

seas voting law now allows use of the 

FWAB for primary, special, and runoff 

elections for federal offices.  You can 

pick up an FWAB at the U.S. Embassy.   

 

An online version of the FWAB, to-

gether with instructions for its use, is 

available at 

http://www.fvap.gov. 

 

Voting Overseas:  In Full Swing 

Adoptions:  

Let the Embassy Point You in the Right Direction 

Each year, several Americans adopt a child 
or children in Zambia.  Americans consid-

ering adopting a Zambian child must com-
ply with both Zambian adoption regula-
tions and U.S. immigration law.  The Em-
bassy is here to help point you in the right 
direction and provide you with the rele-

vant information sheet.  Some adoption 

reminders and resources are below. 

 

Adoptions and U.S. Immigration 
Law—There are three possible petition 

options to adopt a child under U.S. immi-

gration law: 

 

 I-600A, Application for Advance 
Processing of Orphan Petition.  

This is filed only in the United 
States as advance processing be-
fore identifying a child.  After 
finalizing the adoption, an I-600 
petition backed by an approved I-

600A may be filed at post. 
 

  I-600, Petition to Classify an Or-

phan as an Immediate Relative.  
This petition is used if a child has 
already been identified.  It may be 
filed either at USCIS offices in the 
United States or at Consulate 

General Johannesburg via U.S. 
Embassy Lusaka. 

 

 I-130, Petition for Alien Relative.  

This petition may be filed at U.S. 
Embassy Lusaka by resident 
Americans after a child has been 
in their legal and physical custody 
for two years. 

 

Remember that you must be able to 
prove that your child meets the defi-
nition of orphan under U.S. immigra-

tion law before the petition can be 
approved. 
 
In most cases, your child will qualify for 

automatic U.S. citizenship after being law-
fully admitted to the United States.   
 

Zambian Adoption Regulations— 
Prospective adoptive parents are urged to 

comply fully with Zambian adoption regu-
lation.  Informal identification of a child 
outside of established procedures can 
result in disrupted adoption and inability 
of your child to immigrate to the United 

States. 
 
You can find detailed information on Zam-
bian adoption procedures here:  http://

adoption.state.gov/country/zambia.html. 
 
 

http://www.fvap.gov 
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